PRIME TRAIT ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET FOR LAB REPORTS

	Name:
	

	Date:
	

	Report:
	

	Class:
	

	
	EARN-ED
	MAXIMUM
	LETTER GRADE

	TOTAL POINTS
	0
	72
	

	COVER PAGE POINTS
	
	4
	Comments

	No errors
	
	4
	

	Minor formatting errors are present
	
	3
	

	Title is not descriptive enough
	
	3
	

	Title is not the largest element
	
	3
	

	Missing one or more required elements
	
	1
	

	Serious formatting errors
	
	1
	

	No cover page
	
	0
	

	Other
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	INTRODUCTION SECTION POINTS
	
	10
	

	No errors
	
	10
	

	Hypotheses stated but unclear
	
	9
	

	An essential idea or concept is poorly stated
	
	9
	

	Irrelevant sections
	
	9
	

	Redundant sections
	
	9
	

	Significance of the field of research is not clear 
	
	9
	

	Excessive use of quotations
	
	9
	

	Disorganized in places
	
	9
	

	Two of above errors
	
	7
	

	Insufficient background 
	
	7
	

	Incorrect or contradictory information
	
	7
	

	Material belongs in other sections
	
	7
	

	Three of above errors
	
	5
	

	No background provided
	
	5
	

	Hypotheses are stated but incorrectly
	
	5
	

	poorly organized throughout
	
	5
	

	Four or more above errors
	
	3
	

	Section is largely irrelevant
	
	3
	

	Most of the elements missing
	
	3
	

	No statement of hypotheses
	
	3
	

	Some plagiarism or paraphrasing is too close
	
	3
	

	Large part of section is inadvertently plagiarized
	
	0
	

	Section is missing
	
	0
	

	Other
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	METHODS SECTION POINTS
	
	8
	

	No errors
	
	8
	

	Description of a method is not clear
	
	7
	

	Description of experimental design is not clear
	
	7
	

	Description of equipment is not clear
	
	7
	

	Description of statistical methods is not clear
	
	7
	

	Description is inaccurate
	
	7
	

	Redundant sections
	
	7
	

	Irrelevant sections
	
	7
	

	Some terminology not defined
	
	7
	

	Some material belongs elsewhere
	
	7
	

	Tense or voice used incorrectly
	
	7
	

	Species name omitted or in improper format
	
	7
	

	Disorganized in places
	
	7
	

	Excessive use of quotations
	
	7
	

	Two of above errors
	
	5
	

	Section goes into too much detail
	
	5
	

	Section is too brief to be meaningful
	
	5
	

	Missing a description of the study/sampling sites
	
	5
	

	Missing a description of a method
	
	5
	

	Missing a description of experimental design
	
	5
	

	Missing a description of equipment
	
	5
	

	Missing a description of statistical methods
	
	5
	

	Large sections belong elsewhere
	
	5
	

	Three of the above errors
	
	3
	

	Small portion inadvertently plagiarized
	
	3
	

	Poorly organized throughout
	
	3
	

	Four or more of above errors
	
	1
	

	Major aspects of methods are missing
	
	1
	

	Use of incorrect statistical test
	
	1
	

	Large part of section is inadvertently plagiarized
	
	0
	

	Section is missing
	
	0
	

	Other
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	RESULTS SECTION
	
	10
	

	No errors
	
	10
	

	Text description of some results is unclear
	
	9
	

	Description is inaccurate
	
	9
	

	Redundant sections
	
	9
	

	Irrelevant sections
	
	9
	

	Some terminology not defined
	
	9
	

	Some material belongs elsewhere
	
	9
	

	Tense or voice used incorrectly
	
	9
	

	Species name omitted or in improper format
	
	9
	

	Disorganized in places
	
	9
	

	Excessive use of quotations
	
	9
	

	Tables/figures not cited correctly
	
	9
	

	Two of the above errors
	
	8
	

	Incorrect use of "significant" or "prove"
	
	8
	

	Contradictory or incorrect statements
	
	8
	

	Units are incorrect or missing
	
	8
	

	Text values don't match table/figure
	
	8
	

	Interpretation of statistical tests is unclear
	
	8
	

	One table/figure is never cited
	
	8
	

	Three of the above errors
	
	6
	

	Missing a mandatory table/figure
	
	6
	

	Calculation of values is incorrect
	
	6
	

	Text description of some results is missing
	
	6
	

	Includes much material that belongs elsewhere
	
	6
	

	Poorly organized throughout
	
	6
	

	Statistical tests are misinterpreted or incorrect
	
	6
	

	Section does not begin with sentences
	
	6
	

	Four of the above errors
	
	4
	

	Section is mostly irrelevant
	
	4
	

	Most of the elements are missing
	
	4
	

	Small portions are inadvertently plagiarized
	
	4
	

	Five or more of the above errors
	
	2
	

	Large part of section is inadvertently plagiarized
	
	0
	

	Section is missing
	
	0
	

	Other
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	DISCUSSION SECTION
	
	10
	

	No errors
	
	10
	

	Some ideas not supported by sufficient evidence
	
	9
	

	Arguments are unconvincing
	
	9
	

	Redundant sections
	
	9
	

	Irrelevant sections
	
	9
	

	Confusing statement
	
	9
	

	Some terminology not defined
	
	9
	

	Some material belongs elsewhere
	
	9
	

	Tense or voice used incorrectly
	
	9
	

	Relation to other researchers' work is unclear
	
	9
	

	Concluding statement is weak
	
	9
	

	Incorrect use of "significant" or "prove"
	
	9
	

	Interpretation of statistical tests is unclear
	
	8
	

	Two of the above errors
	
	7
	

	Very few references (citations) to other sources
	
	7
	

	Faulty or incorrect conclusion
	
	7
	

	Contradictory or incorrect statements
	
	7
	

	Explanations/interpretations missing
	
	7
	

	Original question (objective) remains unanswered
	
	7
	

	Experiment not related to other researchers' work
	
	7
	

	Concluding statement is missing
	
	7
	

	Includes much material that belongs elsewhere
	
	7
	

	Poorly organized throughout
	
	7
	

	Statistical tests are misinterpreted or incorrect
	
	6
	

	Three or four of the above errors
	
	5
	

	Conclusion missing for one or more hypotheses
	
	5
	

	Section is mostly irrelevant
	
	5
	

	Small portions are inadvertently plagiarized
	
	5
	

	Five or more of the above errors
	
	3
	

	Large part of section is inadvertently plagiarized
	
	0
	

	Section is missing
	
	0
	

	Other
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	LITERATURE CITED POINTS
	
	8
	

	No errors
	
	8
	

	One or two errors in spelling or format
	
	7
	

	Occasional errors in spelling or format
	
	5
	

	One citation missing
	
	5
	

	One extraneous source listed
	
	5
	

	Frequent errors in spelling or format
	
	3
	

	Several citations missing
	
	3
	

	Several extraneous sources listed
	
	3
	

	Not enough sources used
	
	1
	

	Section is missing
	
	0
	

	Other
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	FORMAT POINTS
	
	10
	

	No errors
	
	10
	

	Some figures or tables not essential
	
	9
	

	Citations in text have incorrect format
	
	9
	

	Caption does not adequately describe table/figure
	
	9
	

	1 formatting error within a table/figure
	
	9
	

	Headings or text formats inconsistent or incorrect
	
	9
	

	Missing 1 needed citation
	
	9
	

	Page numbers missing
	
	9
	

	Portions not typed
	
	9
	

	Lines not double-spaced
	
	9
	

	Inappropriate font employed
	
	9
	

	Some material belongs elsewhere
	
	9
	

	Same data presented more than once
	
	9
	

	Two or three of the above errors
	
	7
	

	Raw data presented in tables/figures
	
	7
	

	More figures/tables should be employed
	
	7
	

	Most headings & text format inconsistent
	
	7
	

	Headings missing
	
	7
	

	Missing title
	
	7
	

	Missing axis labels in figure
	
	7
	

	Missing column headings in table 
	
	7
	

	Four or five of the above errors
	
	4
	

	Most figures or tables missing
	
	4
	

	Six or more of the above errors
	
	2
	

	Incorrect format is used throughout
	
	0
	

	Other
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	GRAMMAR/MECHANICS POINTS
	
	8
	

	No errors
	
	8
	

	1 - 4 spelling errors
	
	6
	

	1 - 4 general grammar errors
	
	6
	

	1-3 major sentence errors 
	
	4
	

	5 - 6 spelling errors
	
	4
	

	5 - 6 general grammar errors
	
	4
	

	4 - 5 major sentence errors
	
	2
	

	7 - 10 spelling errors
	
	2
	

	7 - 10 general grammar errors
	
	2
	

	Over 5 major sentence errors
	
	0
	

	Over 10 spelling errors
	
	0
	

	Over 10 general grammar errors
	
	0
	

	Other
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	USE OF LANGUAGE POINTS
	
	4
	

	No errors, and a degree of eloquence
	
	4
	

	Generally clear and precise but lacking eloquence
	
	3
	

	Language is occasionally imprecise
	
	2
	

	Language is occasionally difficult to follow
	
	2
	

	Language is occasionally inappropriately informal
	
	2
	

	Language is frequently imprecise 
	
	1
	

	Frequently difficult to follow 
	
	1
	

	Frequently inappropriately informal
	
	1
	

	Imprecise and inappropriate language throughout
	
	0
	

	Other
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Late Deduction: 5 points will be subtracted for each day the report is late (to a maximum of -35 pts.)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	 Note: Deliberate plagiarism of someone else’s work is a serious offense and will usually result in an automatic zero for the assignment as the minimum penalty.  Failing to cite sources and lifting phrases without both quotes and a citation are plagiarism.  If you plagiarize in either of these two ways at any point in your paper, you will have earned a zero for the entire assignment.  It is also plagiarism to rephrase ideas in ways that are too close to the author'’ original wording (even when you cite the author);  however, this form of plagiarism is usually unintended.  To help you learn how to paraphrase without plagiarizing, papers with occasional instances of this form of plagiarism will have points deducted, but will not necessarily receive a grade of zero for the assignment.


